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Speier’s story of sex assault 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — Rep. 
Jackie Speier became the latest 
elected official to speak out 
against sexual harassment 
Friday, describing in a You- 
Tube video being assaulted as a 
young congressional aide, and 
inviting other members of 
Congress and their staff to go 
public with their own experi- 
ences on Capitol Hill. 

“Congress has been a breed- 


Hillsborough Dem urges others to speak out 


ing ground for a hostile work 
environment for far too long,” 
the Hillsborough Democrat 
said. “It’s time to throw back 
the curtain on the repulsive 
behavior that until now has 
thrived in the dark without 
consequences.” 

Speier’s call for others in 
Congress to speak up comes as 
allegations of workplace sexual 


» No more silence: Harvey 
Weinstein’s accuser says she 


won't remain quiet. A6 


assault have toppled the ca- 
reers of Hollywood movie pro- 
ducer Harvey Weinstein and 
veteran television political 
analyst Mark Halperin, and 
inspired the Twitter hashtag 
#MeToo campaign, giving 


victims of sexual assault a 
platform to disclose their own 
experiences. 

“Like so many of you, I have 
a ‘Me, too’ story to tell,” Speier 
said in the YouTube video. “I 
was working as a congressio- 
nal staffer. The chief of staff 
held my face, kissed me and 
stuck his tongue in my mouth.” 

The incident, she said, kept 


her awake at night feeling hu- 
miliated and angry, but won- 
dering whether she had been at 
fault. 

“So I know what it’s like to 
keep these things hidden deep 
inside,” she said. “You know 
what? Many of us in Congress 
know what it’s like.” 

Expanding on the #MeToo 
campaign, Speier launched 
#MeTooCongress to encourage 
other Capitol Hill victims of 

Speier continues on A7 


Santa Rosa district takes 
steps to help its students 
with emotional healing 


By Jill Tucker 


Santa Rosa students who were chased from 
their homes and schools by the North Bay fires 
began returning to classes Friday, taking the first 
step in what could be a long and difficult process 
to regain a sense of stability and safety. 

Thirteen of 24 public schools in Santa Rosa 
reopened Friday, with the rest set to start classes 
Monday. It had taken 200 professional cleaners 
working around the clock for a week to clear the 
ash and rid the smell of smoke from classrooms 
and other structures, said Superintendent Diann 
Kitamura of the Santa Rosa City Schools. Soot had 
to be removed from four sports fields. 

The classrooms were back to normal, but offi- 


cials said normal was relative. 


WINE COUNTRY FIRES 


At least 80 teachers and staffers lost their homes 


in the fires that started Oct. 8, and an estimated 
Schools continues on A9 


Photos by Mason Trinca / Special to The Chronicle 
Students on bicycles return to James Monroe Elementary School in Santa Rosa, one of the 13 district schools that reopened. 


Schools back in session, 
ready to deal with stress 
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Second-grade teacher Liz Angle greets pupils Isabella Dunlap (left) and 
Angeliz Ventura at the door with a reassuring sign. 


» Online: For complete fire coverage: www.sfchronicle.com/north-bay-fires 


Exiting 
shelters 
is tough 
task for 
neediest 


By Lizzie Johnson 
and Kevin Fagan 


When everyone else left the 
shelters — to hotels, to rentals, 
to guest bedrooms — they were 
the ones left behind. 

At the height of the Northern 
California wildfire disaster, 
nearly 5,000 people filled emer- 
gency shelters in Sonoma 
County, according to the Red 
Cross. They slept on thin hos- 
pital cots and ate hamburgers 
off paper plates. And then the 
majority decamped for tempo- 
rary housing or back to their 
own homes. Fewer than 175 
people remain now. There is 
nowhere for them to go. 

Most are poor or homeless, 
without spare cash for an ex- 
tended hotel stay, and far from 
family or friends. The shelters 
in which they’re living — the 
Finley Community Center, 
Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial 
Building and the Sonoma 
County Fairgrounds — won't 
close any time soon, officials 
say. 

“People there need to have 
extra time,” said Santa Rosa 
City Councilwoman Julie 
Combs. “If you’re in a shelter, 
you need that extra level of 
support. We should continue to 
provide it until we have al- 
ternative housing available. 
Until we have it available, it’s 
not appropriate to close these 
shelters.” 

Exactly how long their doors 
will remain open is unknown, 
though precedents indicate a 
long slog. Some shelters stayed 
open more than two months 
after the 1989 Loma Prieta 
earthquake, which dispropor- 
tionately displaced poor peo- 
ple. After Hurricane Katrina in 
2005, similarly disadvantaged 
victims lived in emergency 
Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency trailers for seven 

Shelters continues on A8 


Marijuana smokers turning on 
to more sex, Stanford team finds 


By David Downs 


Researchers at Stanford Uni- 
versity have found an associa- 
tion between cannabis use and 
increased sexual frequency. 

Men who smoked pot daily 
had sex about 1.3 more times per 
month (6.9 times) than never- 
users (5.6 times) as well as very 
infrequent users of cannabis (5.5 
times). 

Women who smoked pot 
every day had sex about one 
more time per month (7.1 times) 
than never-users (6.0 times) as 
well as very infrequent users of 
cannabis (6.0 times). The associ- 


“Marijuana use 
is independently 
associated with 
increased sexual 


ation between cannabis use and 
a bump in coital frequency 
proved consistent over 14 years 
of tracking more than 50,000 
reproductive-age U.S. men and 
women, researchers found. 


frequency and 
does not appear 
to impair sexual 
function.” 

Andrew J. Sun and Michael 


Eisenberg, Stanford 
University researchers 


“Marijuana use is indepen- 
dently associated with increased 
sexual frequency and does not 
appear to impair sexual func- 
tion,” the Stanford researchers 
concluded. “To our knowledge 
we are the first to report an 
increase in sexual frequency 
linked to marijuana use.” 

The study was published in the 


Journal of Sexual Medicine on 
Pot continues on A8 


>» For more, go to The San Francisco Chronicle’s cannabis media startup: www.greenstate.com 


INSIDE 


» Anthem protests: A com- 
ment by one NFL owner about 
“inmates running the prison” 
has drawn the ire of many 
athletes, including Draymond 
Green, left. B1 


» Wild win: Warriors rally 
from 18-down to beat Wizards 
despite Green’s ejection. B1 


» Housing: Notorious San Francisco landlord is ordered to pay 
evicted family millions of dollars. C1 


Weather 

Mostly sunny. 
Highs: 65-86. 
Lows: 38-56. D4 
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